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BG Rental is
place to turn
for project aid

By JORDAN CRAVENS
Sarfinel Stall Wirar

IT ever there was a time when Wood
'::'.:-II.I'II:. omeowners, contraclors o
Y EN =Omeone 'a'liLII|1IIi.' B 1T ||'H'II'
hand al a do-it-yvourself project, Bee
Cre Bental and Sales has besn the
plae To Turm 1o

While am exact =tarh dile is unknown,
current owner Bick Yan YVorhis dages
the business back 1o 1955, which began
umder the ownership of [=ase Looses,
who in s travels as g salesmen real-
veed the miarkel Tor the rental conmeapt,

i:um:n:l}' located on West Mewion
Foad, Bee Gee Fental and Sales has
found home in severs] different loca-
tions around towm, which began in a
iy bunlding on West Poe Roaid

T owas a little chicken coop s whai
il was,” Wan Yaorhis said.

As the business began oo grow,
Loose purchased a lorge bulding, built
ol several Hmes belore a magor Nine
in 1970 destroved the whole building
and all it inveniory

Instead of walking away, Loose re-
bult. The business was purchesed o
197 by Van YVorkns, who had been
waorkimg there for ten vears starling oul
1 I‘Iil.'h s bl

In that same year, the rental busi-
mess also became o full-=ervicing Stihl
dealer after customers expressed a
need for chan =w omd lawn care
products, |'||.':|' later D gan :--e5||1||;:!'
ather name brand product lines.

Having already considered moving
1o a dilferent location, another fire 1
Lot which severely  damaged  the
Warehnuse seciiom l!'l- ||'II.' I'Ill!'\-ll"ll\.!hh o0
vinced Wan Vaorhis 1o move o its cor-
rent logation at 82% W, Mewton Road,
where imventory includezs a vanely of
narme bramd lines and products such as
tables, chairs, CAMDMESs for parhes,
amall hand tools, lazer levels, laswn
equipment, scalfolding, ladders, skid-
sleer loaders and num back-hoes,
among olhers

Weoa long-time employesiowner of
the loeal business, Van Vorhas hag seen
trends eome and 2o throughout his
tenure.

“There uw=ed o be o bme when
VT I'\-.'-d:-. dvid @ lonof therr own wark,™
he said, “Back then hecause ol thai
they rented a lot of those tools 1o do
those jobs

“Crer the years a lot ol things have
chamged gust as noany other buis-
mess, "

Fewer “do-t-yourselfers™ and more
confracting oul for different projects
became more popular with increasing-
Iy busy Dlestvles of people, especially
A% more |.|ih|:‘b-l.:-:~:||'|||.: o wias vl
able in years past,

The products have also changed.
Mew technology has repleced the old:
Lafts hawve become more popular than
laliders, and laser levels have replaced
their predeceszor, [or example,

(See Rental on 22)
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Ray Sutter works on an Auger-Mate at Buckeye Hydraulics in Grand Rapide

Buckeye Hydraulics thrives

Diversity of products, markets helps firm weather downturn

By JENISE FOUTS
Sentined-Tribune Sl Writer

GRAND RAPIRS — In spite of
a hurting economy, Buckeye
Hydraulics [n, is confinging o
buld i1= succes= with a strong
l\.!l'l'll'lhi!hi!l- i I|L|i1|i|:| I'lll\.:l\.I.IJl:"lh i!I'III
excellent customer service.

Founded in 1971 |'|_':.' Lacwnz| I"':'"l'."'
the company offers a vanely of =cr-
vices, including manufacturing
hydraulic compenents for onginal
equipment manulzciurers such as
hvdraulic hoses; providing =ystem
designs and custom work, whether
for individual= or compames; and
diztributing hydraulic components
to custemers whose orders may be
Tor ame |:‘.~i-.:|.‘\-.: o | LR,

It stands by ks moblo, “MNo order
i% (o large of o small.”

Though its service arci 1= priman-
v 17 counties in Morthwest Cio,
plus parts of Indipna and Michigan,
Buckeye Hydraulics does have cus
tomers across the nation and into
Coanada

And even though certain arcas of
the LLS, ecomaimy are expenencing
a migjor downturn, Buckeye
II:I.LII-J.ILIIIL.\.'\ i"- I'Ililll.lil'li_..: !'\-[I.'.ilLI!.
becav=e of the many market= which
il gerves, from .'I_\:_.'Ti-:'ll|'||l.|'l.'_ pwer
sweeping, sewer and drain cleamng,
o the mobile equipment market,
highway construction, well drlling,
aireraft, forestry, and maore, A 2mall
brochure en the company li=ts more
than 25 markets which use Buckeve
Hydraulic produocts

“We expect to see some growth
tha= year based on all indicators up

Hydraulic motors ready to be put to work

Lo thus poant,” sod Vice President
Mblike Fatzinger. "1t is because of the
diver=ty as much as aything. |
Wene diversified enough not 1o be
relying on one area,”

He explained that Long staned
the company because he found a
need in the agricultural market for a
smiall poower unit that could be used
Lo Frise up Tarmers Crom having o
use thedr tractors as much. “From
that, the company just Kept grow-
ing.”

The company has actually grown
inlce [hree separale enhibes, Buckeye
Hydraulics shares its land with two
cdher companies which Long found-
ed, Cihio Fluid Products and |‘|'r-. dra
Bdount Corporation. Chio Fluid
Prodhucts provides repaor services

Phetas by Aaron Carpenen Semivsa Trtuns

Hydra-Mount 1= a machimng com-
pany which makes pump and modor
mouniing brackels and couphngs,
allowing hydraulic pumps o be
bodted 1o gasoline and elecine
Imaakors,

T hie thres compimes swork Back
and lorth, and because of what we
all thres di, 102 0 coordinaied
effort,” said Fatzinger. *The synergy
of 1he CATTIET Y maakes 11 wiork
together. 1t's a greal mix.™

Akl A% WEARS Qg | Amg
designed a hydralic secessary for
s Fathier™s avger wsed i oa gravily
Feed wagon, Thal accessory tumed
it o staple of Buckeye Hydraulics
product line, popular even today,
Callesd the Auger-hate

(See HYDRAULICS on 22)

John Rust Jr, of Bust & Rust Lid.

Aaron CanpenterfSanained Tnbome

New ventures
buck the tide
of recession

By DEBEBIE ROGERS
Santnel Slall Winler

[he Dow ok a dive. The wars
overseas dragged into another year.
President George W, Busgh's popularity
wag 2o low, e didn't |."_'|r'|'||:'r-:|i;::|'| with
Eepublicans. Two aulo gianls anc on
the verge of bankrupicy. Bailowts
became a more popular way of funding
bmess Than bank loans

Addd wp all this news From 2008 and
it ggqualed one bad coonomy

R0 how does someone decide o
take & chance and open o new busi-
ness? Some busimess owners who ook
the plunge last year weigh in on the
o
Allison's Art Room

For Allison |:I:||.|¥|-.:_':.'_ amix of im
ing, location and help in hnancing led
hier o decide 10 open Allison's A
Foom in September. The Perrysburg
business hos closses geared  towand
children and hirthday parties.

“This 1= a luxury. Art imstruction for
vour child i nod a necessity,” Badgley
admitted. *1 do think my business will
have some ups and downg bazed on the
ey,

Bun, she sad, parents wsually con-
tinue 1o make sacrifices Nor their chil-
dren, even in lough coonomic times

A low-interest Tederal Toan helped
immensely in opening the art room.

Hadgley, who s battling  cancer,
said her illness played a role in the
decizon, loo

I T was going 1o do this, [ needed
b o il mow,” she sand
Bliss Studio Salon

Christol Rratzer, who opened Bliss
Studio Salon in downtown Bowling
Cireen i Movember, sad she didn®t sel
cut o own her own business bul the
epporlumty kepl presenting  self
When the former Anew salon on Wesl
Wooster Strest went up for sale,
Foratzir who had worked For Anews
— decided 1o buy it

A stromg base of chents, who num-
ber 630, weizhed heavily in Favor of
goang oub on her own.

Foratzer said she ook the ofd-Fash
oned route of buying Bliss, She
sived

She also enlisted her father and
bBrother o renovate the spice, pulhing
in a wood floor and floor-to-ceiling
window=

*Thiz wasz a |'|I|¥-.! rizk for me.” she
said. But Kratzer added that she has
fgh hopes Tor geting throdgh b
ECOnaImic Hmes.

T leel thot this s somewhst reces-
gion-proal. When times are had, i
makes you leel betler, getling your
hair domse L, s ] kind of Teel ke 1 am
sale.”

Perrysburg Tennis Center

[ owwners of the Perrysburg Tenmis
Center, on Progress Drive of T Ohio 25,
had therr inancing secuned belore the
STERTURTH tanked, zad oo-cwvmer S
Fasinacht,

(See VENTURES on 22)

Rusts stay true to Rossford

By DAVID DUPONT
Prograss 2008 Editor

FOSSFORD — John Rust Jr.oand
his Fammly bBelieve i Bossford, and
they put their money and sweal equity
Behid 1

tust, his wile, Mancy, son John 111
and his wafe, Bethany, operate Bust &
Fust Lid.

Thee company mvests i a vanety ol
venlures in the downtown including
restdential rentals, office rentals, o ca
wash and the cormnmpany’s newest ven-
(e, o self-siorape business that also
servies as the site for the company’s
ol

What holds those ventures together
is o sense of prde. Inoa recent inler-
view Hust talked about how important
ies fer keep up e ook of the many
older buildings he owns.

Poopde wantl 1o live moa place that
looks good, he said. That includes
thear own residences as wiell as the
community. Rust eredits the compa-
0y’ s allention o appearnces with the
lack of vacancies in ils properiies,

W ve domeour damedes B mprove
the looks of Bossfiord,”™ Fust said. “10's &
el o [0 hos greal people. [Us preny
rmuch & close-knit wwn., Evervbody
helps everybody else ™

Fust, a graduate of Ferris State College
i Bag Bapds, Mach., first startsd domng
business in oswn in 195 when be came 1o
seork al Maionsal TV and Appdionee, Later
he started a home marnfacioring busipess
im0 D20 square-foed facility ot on
Luckey Foad,

Hut the sky-fugh morigage res of
the time, ranging up o 225 percent,
lesdh b o hgquodate the companty,

If you love what you're
doing, it's not work. And |
love what I'm doing.’

—John Rust Jr.

of Mt & Niese Lid,

much o the disappointment of s
then-youmg son, who loved being in
the shop wath bis father,

An elecirical I.!I'Ib"'il'IL:ll'I' Iy irmmng,
Fust worked in several area lirms over
the vears, Since 1993 he’s worked foi
what 15 now Pilkington, formery
f.||:‘.~h-.:'g, {weng-Ford, mamagng S T
and data communications for Morih
A

Fle turm= 66 thas year and 1= cligible
tor pefire, bt hasn' 1 decided what he'll
do. “What'= retirement of youo love
what vou do? 17 you love what you're
doang, iU's mot work, And [ love what
M doing.™

That imcludes both his ok ai
Filkington and his Eust & Rust ven
Lures

Fust & Rusl ol slarted im 2L
alter John Fuost 1T graduated Trom col -
lege, He has degrees [rom Owens
Community College and Bowling
Liresen State |..r'|il.'n.ll'--i|!| . Father and 2on
share an interest in bullding constre-
tion and rehahilitation. 108 a pgassion
we have,” the father said.

(heir st peoject was wming the
Former Sujkowskl Funeral Hlome at 100]
Supenor S5 ine oflice space, They
rehabbed several other binldings

Ty 0k I:|'||.:'r.' comverted an old kank
bualding at 200 Daxie Highway intce a
car waszh, keeping up ils appearance

such that it still looks as much like &
Bk as 11 dows o car wash

Last vear they apened the self-stor
age unils business on 2.6 pres on or-
mer Labbey-Crwgns-Eond Tamd a1 212
Dixie Highway. The business includes
S0 starage otz and office space for
Bt & Fuost Hefore, st sad, the
two fpmilies managed the business oul
of dheir homes, Mow they have ample
ofTice space and room (o mai ntenance
Equprment

The site also would allow expan
sion with moom for 45 mone unils,

A owiath the cor wiash, U decizon 1o
build the storage unil was a mabler of
seming o need within the community

Fall!'\-!'\-r.l:lll.l. IIIIII"I.| I"Iii'l £ Gar '-'-ilhl'l il|
toawn and mamy resident= had oo ool
e town L Dimed remote storge units
They use them for cars, boats, fumi-
fure and other ilems, Hosimess=cs will
alzo rent them Tor records and other
slorpge nesds,

While the enterpnse’s projects have
all been in the downtown area o date,
Husl smd he seould ventueg mto the
Crossroads of America area il the right
project came along

[ Carmil ¥ has been active in many
aspects of the cormmunity

Husl chared the commutie:  Chi
managed the construction of the memo
rigl downtown. He serves on the
Planming Commission, 15 @ pasl presi-
dent of the Rosslford Jayeees, has been
vl ved i Bogy Becals and 1= o irnslee
of the First United Methodist Church,
When he bought the property lor the
slorige unitg, 1enabled him leamprove
the parking for the church.

(See RUSTS on 22)



